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The Colors and Metalwork of NIKKO
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Toshogu Shrine, Yomeimon Gate side fence pillar decorative
metalwork (Restored)
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Toshogu Shrine, Shimojinko Storehouse molding relief
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Boards colored using the Okiage Ungen Method

The Shrines and Temples of Nikko, a World Heritage site. This cultural heritage
site is renowned for its architectural masterpieces created by Japan’s most
gifted artists of the 17th century, using the most advanced techniques of their
time. In particular, many are drawn to the overwhelmingly gorgeous
architectural decorations found on structures such as Nikko Toshogu Shrine.
The conservation of this splendor was made possible through the traditional
skills of craftsmen who have continuously repaired the structures, reliably
passing down knowledge from one generation to the next.

In this exhibition, we explore the mystery of this beauty by focusing on the
decorative techniques of “coloring” and “metalwork” that highlight the
unparalleled luxury of the designs of the Nikko shrines and temples. These
traditional techniques are part of the UNESCO intangible cultural heritage,
traditional skills, techniques, and knowledge for the conservation and
transmission of wooden architecture in Japan. Please enjoy this chance to view a
world often only seen from a distance up close and personal—a world of
glittering architectural designs and traditional techniques.
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Toshogu Shrine, Yomeimon Gate upper nageshi tie beam corner
rafter cap fitting (Restored)

E.JURE B MR (4 % — 2 CG) JREACR TR G.HHEF OB ¥ BH (L), RBREROH A (F)
Toshogu Shrine, CG of a 3D model of Yomeimon Gate kumimono design Painted illustration Joboji Tools for urushi lacquer tapping (Top),
Natural stones used to produce coloring particles (Bottom)
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Please check the official website

for details and application procedures.




