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Hours: 9:30-16:30 (Last admission 16:00) Closed: Mondays (the following day when Monday falls on a national holiday)
Admission*: Adults 700 yen; Seniors (over 65) and Students (college/university, high school) 500 yen; Children (junior high school age
and younger) Free *Includes permanent exhibition fee
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The Anatomy of Tategu:
The Work of

Traditional Japanese

Joinery Revealed
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The doors and partition panels that allow movement
between spaces of Japanese traditional-style buildings
are called tategu. They are parts of the buildings that are
in constant use, day after day, year after year. Particularly
the doors of temples, shrines, and other buildings that
have been designated cultural properties have been
opened and closed through very long histories, in some
cases for several hundred years, and they keep on func-
tioning. What are the secrets of their durability?

This exhibition looks into the internal structure of such
tategu panels, as seen when they are dismantled and in
the techniques used to repair damaged parts and restore
their function. The exhibits probe deeply into the tradi- 3
tional technologies used in the production of tategu,
which is part of the “traditional skills, techniques and
knowledge for the conservation and transmission of
wooden architecture in Japan” inscribed in 2020 on the
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity list.
Herein lies revealed the ordinarily unseen ingenuity and
craft of the tategu artisan.
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Original parts of a sankarado door. Hondo, Honryiji Temple (Important Cultural Property).
Tsuruoka Laboratory, Kyoto Women’s University
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Original parts of a shitomido hinged shutter. Goeido, Hongwanji Temple (National Treasure).
In the keeping of the Association for the Conservation of Traditional Japanese Joinery 6
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Full-scale model of a sankarado door. Karamon'Gate, Bankoro, Ryokéin Temple

(Important Cultural Property).

Association for the Conservation of Traditional Japanese Joinery
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Full-scale model of a main hall mairado door. Hondo, Obaiin Temple (Important Cultural 5 ()gﬁﬂﬁ
Property). Private collection =
5 %1$f | {8 A& Sword planes. Private collection

6 BENOHOEE (FE) | {8 AR Tategu connecting joint models. Private collection
= BREN(MARFRER (H:#H)

Original parts of a sankarado door. Hondo, Honryiiji Temple (Important Cultural Property).
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T651-0056 EERMEH R RXEENE 7-5-1 TEL 078-242-0216 https:/dougukan.jp



